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Module 5 

Unit 1: Audio subtitling 

Task 1: Multiple choice1 

Question 1 

What are audio subt it les?  

a) Subtit les which are read aloud only for persons with sight loss . 

b) The rendering of written subt it les into audio.  

c) An access service offered through the radio .  

d) None of the above. 

Question 2 

Who is the target audience of audio subt it les?  

a) Persons with sight loss . 

b) Persons with reading diff icult ies .  

c) Persons who cannot or do not want to read su btit les.  

d) Persons with cognit ive disabil it ies .  

Question 3 

Are audio subtit les offered independent ly?  

a) Yes, always. 

b) They can be offered independent ly or they can be offered together 

with audio description.  

c) No, never.  

d) Only when offered live. 

                                              
1 The responses a re  based on the  ADLAB PRO core  v ideos.  On ly  one  answer  is  cor rec t .  



   
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ADLAB PRO /  Aud io  Descr ip t ion :  A Labora tory  fo r  the  Deve lopment  o f  a  New Pro fess iona l  P ro f i l e  

Pro jec t  number :  2016 -1- IT02-KA203-024311 |  www.ad labpro jec t .eu  
Con tac t :  E l i sa  Perego  |  eperego@uni ts . i t  |  +39 040  5587620  

3 

Question 4 

How can audio subt i t les be delivered?  

a) Always with a human voice.  

b) Always with a synthetic voice.  

c) With a human or synthetic voice.  

d) None of the above.  

Question 5 

Audio subtit les can be delivered with the following effects:  

a) Dubbing effect .  

b) Dubbing effect, interpret ing effect, voice-over effect.  

c) Dubbing effect and voice-over effect .  

d) Local effect and foreign effect.  
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Module 5  

Unit 1: Audio subtitling 

Task 2 

Aim(s):  

• To learn what guidelines and recommendations say in relation to audio 

subt it l ing and on-screen text.  

Grouping: individual, pairs or groups.  

Approximate timing:  2 hours. 

Material and preparation needed:  

• Recommended watching before the class: addit ional video on audio 

subt it l ing guidel ines and recommendations.  

• List of guidel ines and recommendations ( learner handout).  

Development:  

1. Give learners a l ist of guidelines and recommendations on audio 

description. Ask them to search for more local guidel ines.  

2. Ask learners to identify whether the guidelines or recommendations 

give advice on how to render written text on screen, especially 

subt it les, via the audio descript ion.  

3. Discussion: learners discuss the results and a summary of the f indings 

is presented on the board.  
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Task 2: Handout 

Selected list of guidelines and recommendations  

 

1. AENOR (2005). Norma UNE:153030. Audiodescripción para persones 

con discapacidad visual. Requisitos para la audiodescripción y 

elaboración de audioguías. Madrid: AENOR.  

2. American Council of the Blind (2009). Audio description standards. 

Retr ieved from: http://www.acb.org/adp/docs/ADP_Standards.doc  

3. BAI (2012). BAI guidelines – audiodescript ion. Retrieved from: 

https://www.bai. ie/en/media/sites/2/dlm_uploads/2018/05/20171220_

AccessRules_MinisterReport_vFinal_DMcL.pdf  

4. Benecke, B., & Dosch, E. (2004). Wenn aus Bildern Worte werden. 

Munich: Bayerischer Rundfunk.  

5. Accessible Media Inc (AMI) & The Canadian Association of 

Broadcasters (CAB) (2013). Described Video Best Pract ices. Art ist ic 

and Technical Guidel ines. Retr ieved from: 

https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/f i le/7520940294.pdf  

6. Georgakopoulou, P. (2008). Audio Descript ion Guidel ines for Greek - 

A Working Document. In S. Rai, J. Greening & L. Petre (Eds.), A 

Comparative Study of Audio Descript ion Gui delines Prevalent in 

Different Countries. London: RNIB.  

7. Gonant F., Morisset L. (2008). La charte de l ’audiodescript ion. Paris: 

Ministère des Affaires Sociales et de la Santé. Retreived from: 

http://www.social -

sante.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Charte_de_l_audiodescript ion_300908.pdf  

 

 

http://www.acb.org/adp/docs/ADP_Standards.doc
https://www.bai.ie/en/media/sites/2/dlm_uploads/2018/05/20171220_AccessRules_MinisterReport_vFinal_DMcL.pdf
https://www.bai.ie/en/media/sites/2/dlm_uploads/2018/05/20171220_AccessRules_MinisterReport_vFinal_DMcL.pdf
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/7520940294.pdf
http://www.social-sante.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Charte_de_l_audiodescription_300908.pdf
http://www.social-sante.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Charte_de_l_audiodescription_300908.pdf
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8. ITC (2000). ITC Guidance on Standards for Audio Descript ion. 

Retr ieved from: 

http://audiodescript ion.co.uk/uploads/general/ itcguide_sds_audio_des

c_word3.pdf  

9. ISO (2015). Information technology - User interface component 

accessibil ity—Part 21: Guidance on audio descript ions (ISO/IEC TS 

20071-21).  

10. Kunst ler ,  I . ,  Butkiewicz, U., Więckowski,  R., &  Żórawska, A. 

(2012). Audiodeskrypcja – zasady tworzenia [Audio descript ion 

–  rules for creat ion] Retr ieved from:  http://dzieciom.pl/wp-

content/uploads/2012/09/Audiodeskrypcja -zasady-tworzenia.pdf  

11. LARRS (n.d.) Guidelines and standards for LARRS audio describers. 

Retr ieved from: http://www.larrs.org/guidelines.html  

12. Mikul, Ch. (2010). Audio Description Background Paper. Retrieved 

from: http://www.mediaaccess.org.au/sites/default/f i les/MAA%20 -

%20Audio%20Descript ion%20Background%20Paper.doc  

13. Netfl ix (n.d.) Netf l ix audio descript ion style guide v1.0. Retrieved 

from: https://partnerhelp.netf l ixstudios.com/hc/en-

us/art ic les/215510667-Audio-Descript ion-Style-Guide-v1-0 

14. Szymańska, B., & Strzymiński, T. (2010). Standardy tworzenia 

audiodeskrypcj i do produkcj i audiowizualnych [Standards for creat ing 

audio descript ion to audiovisual product ions].  Retrieved from: 

http://www.audiodeskrypcja.org.pl/standardy -tworzenia-

audiodeskrypcj i.html  

 

 

http://audiodescription.co.uk/uploads/general/itcguide_sds_audio_desc_word3.pdf
http://audiodescription.co.uk/uploads/general/itcguide_sds_audio_desc_word3.pdf
http://dzieciom.pl/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Audiodeskrypcja-zasady-tworzenia.pdf
http://dzieciom.pl/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Audiodeskrypcja-zasady-tworzenia.pdf
http://www.larrs.org/guidelines.html
http://www.mediaaccess.org.au/sites/default/files/MAA%20-%20Audio%20Description%20Background%20Paper.doc
http://www.mediaaccess.org.au/sites/default/files/MAA%20-%20Audio%20Description%20Background%20Paper.doc
https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/articles/215510667-Audio-Description-Style-Guide-v1-0
https://partnerhelp.netflixstudios.com/hc/en-us/articles/215510667-Audio-Description-Style-Guide-v1-0
http://www.audiodeskrypcja.org.pl/standardy-tworzenia-audiodeskrypcji.html
http://www.audiodeskrypcja.org.pl/standardy-tworzenia-audiodeskrypcji.html
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Module 5  

Unit 1: Audio subtitling 

Task 3 

Aim(s):  

• To learn about the wide variety of text on screen.  

Grouping: individual, in pairs or groups.  

Approximate timing:  3 hours.  

Material and preparation needed:  

• A mult i l ingual f i lm in which text on screen is present. A good example 

would be Inglourious Basterds  (Q. Tarantino, 2009).   

Development:  

1. Ask learners to watch the selected f i lm at home or in class.  

2. Ask learners to make a l ist of text on screen ( individually).  

3. Ask learners to categorise the texts on screen present in the f i lm and 

ident ify their function (in pairs or in groups) . A sample categorisation 

is not provided. Learners try to create their own.  

4. Discuss results in class.  

Additional comments:  

As a follow-up, you may want to ask learners to read: Matamala, A. (2014). 

Audio describing text on screen. In A. Maszerowska, A.  Matamala & P. 

Orero (Eds.), Audio description: New perspectives i l lustrated  (pp.103-120). 

Amsterdam: Benjamins.  
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Module 5  

Unit 1: Audio subtitling 

Task 4 

Aim(s):  

• Compare and evaluate strategies in the rendering of audio subt it les.  

Grouping: individuals, in pairs or groups.  

Approximate timing:  60 minutes.  

Material and preparation needed:  

• Addit ional video on audio subt it les in the f i lm What happens while…  

(N. Nia, 2016).  They are avai lable in English, Spanish and Catalan.  

Development:  

1. Ask learners to watch the Addit ional video mentioned above.  

2. Ask them to ident ify the diverging strategies used to render audio 

subt it les in terms of content, voicing, synchronisation and any other 

relevant features learners may observe.  

3. Class discussion on the pros and cons of each approach.  

Additional comments:  

You may want to add an extra step in the task, which would be to create one 

shared audio subt it l ing script.  
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Module 5  

Unit 1: Audio subtitling 

Task 5 

Aim(s):  

• Learners can create audio subtit les integrated in an audio descript ion. 

• Learners are aware of the importance of voicing and synchronisat ion.  

• Learners can defend and just ify their choices.  

Grouping: individually and in pairs . 

Approximate timing:  2 hours.  

Material and preparation needed:  

• A short f i lm excerpt in which subtit les are present  (3-5 minutes).  

Development:  

1. Ask learners to create an audio descript ion with audio subt it les for the 

f i lm excerpt at home (individually).  

2. In class, learners work in pairs. Learner 1 voices his/her audio 

subt it les l ive in front of Learner 2, who evaluates them.  

3. Then, Learner 2 voices his/her audio subtit les l ive in front of Learner 

1, who assesses them. 

4. Learners discuss and defend their choices, accept crit ic ism and 

improve, where relevant,  their subt it les based on the feedback 

received from peers. 

5. Class discussion on the main challenges of the audio subt it l ing, on the 

importance of voicing and synchronisat ion.  
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Module 5  

Unit 1: Audio subtitling 

Task 6 

Aim(s):  

• Learners can create audio descript ion with audio subt it les.  

• Learners can defend and just ify the audio subtit les they have created.  

Grouping: individual.  

Approximate timing:  20 hours.  

Material and preparation needed:  

• Short cl ip with subti t les.  

Development:  

1. Ask learners to create audio descriptions with audio subt it les for a 

short f i lm at home, and to  write an essay discussing the main 

challenges and their choices.  

Additional comments:  

1. This task may work well as a f inal assignment.  

2. Alternat ively, you may want to ask learners to give a presentation 

instead of writ ing an essay.  
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The information and views set out in these training materials  

are those of  the authors and do not necessari ly reflect  

the off ic ial opinion of  the European Union.  

 

Neither the European Union inst itut ions and bodies nor any person  

acting on their behalf may be held responsible for the use  

which may be made of  the information contained therein.  

 

 


